
After a very long winter 
I’m pleased to report 
that our snow has finally 
melted! Spring has arrived. 
The robins are back, plants 
are making their way up 

through the soil, and there are fossils aplenty. Our 
best collecting happens very early in the season 
thanks to Mother Nature’s erosive forces, and I 
can’t wait to get on site to see what fossils await.

The Penn Dixie office has been very busy in 
recent weeks with tour bookings, planning 
meetings, and other preparations for the season. 
The constant motion in our office and turning of 
the seasons remind me of some lines from ‘The 
Wheel’ by Robert Hunter:

The wheel is turning 
and you can’t slow down.
You can’t let go 
and you can’t hold on.
You can’t go back 
and you can’t stand still.
If the thunder don’t get you 
then the lightning will.

The Penn Dixie wheel certainly didn’t stop over 
the winter! April showers aside, lightning struck 
ticket sales for Dig with the Experts in May. As of 
writing, we have 10 of 200 tickets left for Saturday 
and 71 of 200 left for Sunday. This should be our 

first ever sell out! 

I’m really excited to welcome our experts -- 
especially the venerable Dan Cooper -- back 

for another weekend of collecting and socializing. 
In the science world it’s hard to surpass the feeling 
of being around so many knowledgeable and 
interesting enthusiasts while doing something 
you enjoy. I thank Zoladz Construction for once 
again helping us to move our rocks around to 
create ideal digging conditions for our growing 
numbers of visitors.

I’m both sad and happy to report that our 
development officer, Elizabeth Schiavoni, has 
departed her part time position with us for a full 
time gig with the Botanical Gardens. We may 
find someone to fill her role, but Elizabeth’s rare 
combination of persistence, diplomacy, creativity, 
and writing skills will be very challenging to replace.

As we turn our eyes to the April 21 reopening, 
I look forward to the large crew that is already 
signed up to help with the annual Earth Day 
Cleanup. All sorts of debris blew onto our 
property over the winter and they will have 
their hands full to get everything ready for the 
season. Help is still needed, though, as many 
small projects are planned. Anyone want to help 
assemble some new garden carts? Did I mention 
there is free admission AND free pizza?

I’m sure that I’m forgetting all sorts of other 
important news, but that’s the nature of Penn 
Dixie at the moment. Lots is happening and I’m 
just trying to hold on for a moment to get caught 
up. Stay tuned to our eNews and social media for 
the latest -- and I’ll see you soon!

Phil

Director’s Note
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Dig into 
Membership!
BENEFITS INCLUDE:

1.  Support conservation of the 
Penn Dixie Site, a 54-acre 
preserve in Blasdell, NY

2.  Unlimited free admission 
to the #1 fossil park in the 
U.S., science lectures, and for 
most special programs and 
astronomy nights

3.  Discount admission for 
summer camps, Dig with the 
Experts, and other special 
programs

4.  Receive The Penn Dixie 
Chronicle newsletter

5.  Receive Penn Dixie eNews 
updates

6.  Merchandise and partner 
discounts – see our website for 
the latest info

7.  Support the science education 
efforts of the Hamburg 
Natural History Society, a 
501(c)(3) charitable nonprofit

Membership Categories:
• Student (K-12 or College): 
 1-year $25 • 2-year $35

• Senior (65 & up): 
 1-year $25 • 2-year $35

• Individual  
 1-year $30 • 2-year $45

• Family (2 adults and all 
 household children): 
 1-year $45 • 2-year $70

• Grandparents (2 grand- 
 parents and 5 grandchildren): 
 1-year $50 • 2-year $85

• Associate (includes fossil set):  
 $80/year

• Corporate (includes fossil set  
 and guided tour for 10): $100/year

• Patron (includes fossil set and  
 guided tour for 10): $100/year

JOIN ONLINE AT
penndixie.org

 Complete an application at the site, 
or call 716-627-4560 to request a 

paper application via mail.

Educator’s Note
Happy Spring!! I am so 
happy that the snow is 
now gone and warmer 
weather is on the horizon! 
We’ve already had a 
busy 2018 preparing for 
the April 21 opening 
of Penn Dixie. Many 
schools and groups have 

booked trips to our site for this spring. We have 
our largest school group ever to visit the site 
scheduled for this May. We will also have some 
new programs at the site this year, including a 
program on our pyritized fossils and one about 
fossil preparation. Please see our calendar for a 
complete list of our upcoming programs.

I’m also happy to announce that we are expanding 
our summer day camp options! This year we are 
introducing Space Camp. Campers will learn 
about astronomy, rocketry, meteorites, and many 
other “out-of-this-world” things. We will once 
again partner with Past and Present, the Buffalo 
Zoo, Reinstein Woods, and Evangola State Park 
for our camps.

This winter we’ve also been working on growing 
Penn Dixie’s volunteer base. Thank you to all those 
that have helped with projects and events during our 
off-season. Penn Dixie relies heavily on volunteers 
throughout the year. We couldn’t do all that we 
do without help from our wonderful volunteers. 
Volunteers are needed for upcoming school field 
trips. If you are interested in volunteering for Penn 
Dixie or have any questions, please contact me at 
(716) 627-4560 or holly@penndixie.org. 

For any teachers or group leaders out there, please 
book your field trips or classroom programs 
now! Engage your students with a hands-on 
learning experience. Penn Dixie can also bring 
our Earth’s history right into your classroom 
with our classroom programs! With both our 
field trips and classroom programs, your students 
will have a better understanding of what Earth 
was like 380 million years ago, along with their 
very own fossils to take home with them. For 
more information on site visits, to book your 
group visits, or anything else please call me at 
(716) 627-4560 or email at holly@penndixie.org.

Holly 
Director of Education

MODERN CONSTELLATION: Introduced 
by Johanner Hevelius around the year 1867, 
the two stars that make up this constellation 
represent two greyhounds that help the herdsman 
Bootes drive the 
two bears Ursa 
Major and Ursa 
Minor around 
the North Pole 
Star Polaris.

WHAT TO 
VIEW: The star 
cluster M3 is 
around 40,000 
light years away, 
and has over half 
a million stars, 
but over 90% of 
the lesser bright 
starts make up its 
lumination. The 
diameter is about 220 light years and is around 
160,000 times brighter than our sun. The star 
La Superba is a flashing dark red star located 400 

light years away. The famous Whirlpool Galaxy 
(M51) lies around 35 million light years away 
and is one of the nearest and brightest galaxies 
relative to us. Its total mass is equivalent to 160 

billion suns, its diameter slightly over 100,000 
light years, and it has a luminosity of about 10 
billion suns.

Constellation: Canes Venatici 
“The Hunting Dogs” By Rich Switzer

Looking North at 9 pm in early May.
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Penn Dixie Spring 2018 Calendar UPDATED 
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The programs of Penn Dixie are 
supported by public funds from 
the County of Erie, the Town of 
Hamburg and Hamburg Gaming 
and by our members and friends.

A+ Rating

4783 Southwestern Blvd.
Hamburg, New York 14075

P: 716-649-2666 • F: 716-649-0266
Email: info@evhp.net
www.evhp.net

PERSONAL PROJECTS, CORPORATE
AND SMALL BUSINESS PRINTING

Saturday, April 21, 10 am to 2 pm
Earth Day at Penn Dixie
Join our team of volunteers as we perform the 
annual cleanup of Penn Dixie and prepare to 
reopen the site to the public. FREE to members 
and all who help. Pizza and refreshments included. 
RSVP to Phil Stokes at phil@penndixie.org.

April 21
Penn Dixie reopens to the public
Saturdays, 9am to 5pm and Sundays, 10am to 5 pm

Saturday, April 21, 8 pm
Jupiter & The Spring Constellations
Join us to view Jupiter’s rise through the night 
sky against a backdrop of the newly-arrived 
spring constellations. Our telescopes will focus on 
Cassiopeia, Leo, and Gemini as well as the deep 
space M44 Beehive Cluster. For moon enthusiasts, 
a waxing crescent moon will be studied as well. 
Admission is $4 or FREE for members.

Monday, April 23, 10 am to 1 pm
Homeschool Day at Penn Dixie
Learn about the geological history of Western 
New York at Penn Dixie.  This special program for 
homeschoolers includes a complete educational tour 
of Penn Dixie led by our trained educators. Students 
can take home all the fossils they find! Admission is 
$5 per student. Students must be accompanied by 
an adult. No experience necessary. Program is for 
grades 1-12. Pre-registration is required. To register 
email Holly at holly@penndixie.org. 

Saturday, May 12, 10:00 am
Spring Flora Walk
Join us! FREE plant walk courtesy of our friends at 
the Niagara Frontier Botanical Society. This program 
is an easy exploratory walk to see what spring flora we 
might find in the wooded areas of this famous fossil 
site. The Botanical Society has invited Penn Dixie 
members to join in the walk. Your guide on-site will 
be plant ecologist Priscilla Titus. There is no charge 
for this program. Guests who wish to collect fossils 
afterwards may do so at our usual admission rates.

Saturday, May 12, 8:30 pm
Jupiter at the Meridian
Join us on a spring night to view Venus and Jupiter 
in the moonless spring sky. Visible constellations 
include the Big Dipper, Cassiopeia, Leo, Gemini, 
Virgo, Draco, and Hercules. Our telescopes will 
search for deep space objects such as the Beehive 
Cluster, The Great Globular Cluster, and others. 
Admission is $4 or FREE for members.

Friday, May 18, 6:30 pm
Dinosaur CSI
By Joe ‘PaleoJoe’ Kchodl, Paleontologist, from 
Midland, MI
PaleoJoe takes you on a trip back in time to learn 
about the victims and perpetrators, life and death 
of the prehistoric. Learn the techniques used in the 
investigation of how these creatures lived and died. 
See the evidence and discover the stories that are 
told through Dinosaur CSI.
This is an illustrated presentation by Joe ‘PaleoJoe’ 
Kchodl, Paleontologist, from Midland, MI, in 
the Gateway Auditorium, 3556 Lake Shore Rd., 
Blasdell, NY. $5/person, FREE for members. 
Registration not needed.

Saturday, May 19 and 
Sunday, May 20, 9 am to 4 pm
Dig with the Experts
Join us for our signature event: Dig with the 
Experts! This is our very popular and yearly 
opportunity to unearth the best, most complete, 
and most unexpected fossils at Penn Dixie. We’ll 
have equipment on-site to do the heavy lifting and 
scientific experts on site to help with locating and 
identifying the best fossils. You’ll have to do your 
share of splitting and digging, of course, but you’re 
guaranteed to find something cool and interesting. 
Tickets limited! Register at penndixie.org/dig-
with-the-experts/ or by calling 716-627-4560.

Monday, May 28 (Memorial Day), 
10 am to 4 pm
Penn Dixie open for Memorial Day holiday! 
Come and dig for fossils!

Saturday, June 2, 10 am to 4 pm
Hamburg Open House
We celebrate Hamburg with an open house for 
all Hamburg residents on June 2. Join us for a 
complimentary day of fossil collecting and nature 
walks at our 54-acre park that was made possible by 
the town that friendship built — Hamburg, NY.
Free for Hamburg residents. Please see https://
penndixie.org/hamburg-open-house/ for a list of 
proof of residency.

Monday, June 11
Penn Dixie open 7 days/week 
until September 3.

Calendar continued on back page
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Saturday, June 16, 10 am to 12 pm
Fossil Hunting for Beginners 
New to fossil hunting? Learn the tricks of the trade 
from paleontologist Dr. Holly Schreiber. Tour the 
site and learn all the best spots to hunt for fossils. 
Dr. Schreiber will teach you how to find, dig, 
and preserve all the fossil treasures you find. No 
experience necessary. All ages welcome. Bring 
your own tools or borrow from our limited supply. 
Included with admission or FREE for members.

Saturday, June 16, 9 pm
Four Planets and the Summer 
Constellations
The night sky brightens just a few days before 
solstice with the arrival of the Summer Triangle 
featuring the stars Vega, Deneb, and Altair. But, 
the planets are sure to steal the show as Mercury, 
Venus, Jupiter, and Saturn will shine brightly in 
the heavens. Lyra, Cygnus, Aquilla and most of 
the spring constellations will be visible, as will 
The Great Globular Cluster, M57 Ring Nebula, 
M81 spiral galaxy in Ursa Major (Big Dipper). 
Admission is $4 or FREE for members.

Saturday, June 30, 10 am to 12 pm
The Golden Trilobite and the 
Pyritized Fossils of Penn Dixie! 
Don’t be fooled -- learn about the process of 
pyritization and the pyritized fossils of Penn 
Dixie. Tour the site and learn all the best spots to 
hunt for these golden fossils. Educators will teach 
you how to find, dig, and identify all the fossil 
treasures you find. No experience necessary. All 
ages welcome. Bring your own tools or borrow 
from our limited supply. Included with regular 
admission or FREE for members.

Wednesday, July 4 
(Independence Day), 10 am to 4 pm
Penn Dixie open for the 
4th of July holiday!
Come and celebrate our nation’s independence by 
digging for fossils!

Friday, July 6, 5 pm to 9 pm
Fossil Friday!
Penn Dixie will stay open late for afterhours 
fossil collecting from 5 to 9 pm. If the skies are 
clear we’ll bring out telescopes for some daytime 
astronomy, too. Admission is $5 for children and 
adults; Penn Dixie members attend for FREE. 
No reservations needed.

Penn Dixie will reopen on weekends 
beginning Saturday, April 21st.

Fossil collecting will be available 
Saturdays: 9 am to 5 pm 
Sundays: 10 am to 5 pm 
Open Daily (9 to 5) beginning June 11th

Holidays: 
Penn Dixie will be open 10 am to 4 pm 
Memorial Day: (Monday, May 28th)  
Independence Day: (Wednesday, July 4th) 
Labor Day: (Monday, September 3rd)

We return to weekend-only hours following 
Labor Day and will close for the season on 
Sunday, October 28th.


