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Director’s Note
Autumn greetings from
Penn Dixie! Hamburg’s
chilly fall nights make me
long for the warmer days
of June and July. It seems
like Dr. Schreiber and I
were just making final staff arrangements for the
summer, but now we’re planning for the next
season. Shakespeare’s Sonnet 73 really captures
my melancholy mood:
That time of year thou mayst in me behold
When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang
Upon those boughs which shake against the cold,
Bare ruined choirs, where late the sweet birds sang.
Before the memory of the summer fadeth in
the west, allow me to sing the praises of our
staff, volunteers, members, and friends in the
community. With your help, Penn Dixie achieved
some incredible milestones! We held our largest
program ever -- the solar eclipse viewing -- on
August 21. With 2,207 guests, our attendance
eclipsed all other programs.
As longtime volunteer Mark Yetter said, “We had
more visitors today than we used to get in a single
year.” Indeed, it was packed. With long lines of
traffic waiting to get into the parking lot, we could
not have imagined a better turnout -- and clear
afternoon sky -- for the eclipse. Special thanks to
our volunteer astronomers (Ernie Jacobs,
Jim Maroney, Rich Switzer, Paul Moretti,
and Paul Zimmer) and Ronald McDonald

Director’s Note..................... Cover
Educator’s Note..................... Page 2
Program Calendar.................. Page 3
Astronomer’s Update............... Page 4

House Charities of WNY for giving us the means
to bring astronomy to so many people.
The eclipse wasn’t the only epic thing this summer.
Though we’re still counting -- and not including
the boost from the eclipse -- it looks like this
year’s general admissions will substantially exceed
last year’s attendance. Our other special events
had strong turnouts as well, and we look forward
to sharing the report at the annual membership
meeting. Incidentally, this meeting takes place at
our Annual Fundraiser Dinner and Auction on
Thursday, November 2 at Buffalo Riverworks.
Join us for tasty appetizers, a cold drink, and a
chance to win some of our wonderful prizes
including Buffalo Sabres tickets, gift baskets, and
artwork.
Saturday, October 7 marks another important
milestone -- our 20th Annual WNY Earth Science
Day. Join us under the big tent for dozens of
hands-on science activities from over two dozen
exhibitors. We’ll have a drill rig demonstration,
fossil collecting, daytime and evening astronomy,
family crafting, and Lloyd Taco Truck. There
will be lots of giveaways, too. Thanks to the
Buffalo Association of Professional Geologists,
Erie County, and our great sponsors, this year’s
program is totally FREE to the public! Grab a
friend -- this will be a fun program!
I’m warmed by the memories of an incredible
summer and thank you for your continued
support. See you at Earth Science Day!

Phil
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This summer also saw our first Fossil
Hunting for Beginners program. It was great
to work with so many first-time visitors with a
newfound interest in fossil hunting! Of course,
I can’t forget our biggest event of the summer
(and Penn Dixie’s history), the Great American
Eclipse. As an educator, it was incredible to see
so many people interested in science.

Dig into
Membership!
BENEFITS INCLUDE:
1.	Support conservation of the
Penn Dixie Site, a 54-acre
preserve in Blasdell, NY
2.	Unlimited free admission
to the #1 fossil park in the
U.S., science lectures, and for
most special programs and
astronomy nights
3.	Discount admission for
summer camps, Dig with the
Experts, and other special
programs
4.	Receive The Penn Dixie
Chronicle newsletter
5.	Receive Penn Dixie eNews
updates
6.	Merchandise and partner
discounts – see our website for
the latest info
7.	Support the science education
efforts of the Hamburg
Natural History Society, a
501(c)(3) charitable nonprofit

Membership Categories:
• Student (K-12 or College):
1-year $25 • 2-year $35

Educator’s Note
Wow! How is it already fall!?! Our summer
season has flown by so quickly! Once again we
have seen a very busy summer at Penn Dixie.
Thank you to the many groups that visited Penn
Dixie this summer and the many volunteers
that helped welcome those groups! This
summer Penn Dixie expanded our summer day
camp offerings. Our inaugural Paleozoo Camp,
in which campers learned how scientists study
the natural environment at both Penn Dixie
and the Buffalo Zoo, complemented our other
camp offerings and was a great success. We look
forward to continuing to innovate and improve
all our summer day camps.

As the weather turns cooler, we look forward
to welcoming our fall group visitors to Penn
Dixie. Our 20th Annual Earth Science Day
will also be a major event at Penn Dixie this fall.
We are expecting a large number of visitors to
help us celebrate the 20th Anniversary of Earth
Science Day. There will be fun for the entire
family! If you are interested in volunteering for
the event, please email me at holly@penndixie.
org.
We still have availability for fall field trips
and on-site programs. Fall is a beautiful time
to come to Penn Dixie and embark on a fossil
hunting adventure! For more information on
site visits, to book your group visits, or anything
else, please call me at (716) 627-4560 or email
at holly@penndixie.org.

Holly

Director of Education

• Senior (65 & up):

SPECIAL UPDATE

• Individual

In the spirit of conservation, HNHS has decided to switch to a paperless newsletter. We
feel that this decision is consistent with our mission and will continue to look for ways to be
more respectful of our natural resources.

1-year $25 • 2-year $35
1-year $30 • 2-year $45

• Family (2 adults and all
household children):

1-year $45 • 2-year $70

• Grandparents (2 grandparents and 5 grandchildren):

1-year $50 • 2-year $85

• Associate (includes fossil set):
$80/year

We will produce the Penn Dixie Chronicle in a full-color PDF format on our website and
in our monthly mailings to our members. If you’re not already signed up, email Phil Stokes at
penndixie.org and we’ll add you to the list.
We recognize that some of our members who do not utilize email may wish to receive a
paper copy of the newsletter. If you do not utilize email and wish to receive the newsletter,
please contact our office at 716-627-4560.

• Corporate (includes fossil set

and guided tour for 10): $100/year

• Patron (includes fossil set and
guided tour for 10): $100/year

JOIN ONLINE AT

penndixie.org
Complete an application at the site,
or call 716-627-4560 to request a
paper application via mail.

We welcome

EVANS BANK

as our new sponsor
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Penn Dixie Fall 2017 Calendar
Saturday, October 7, 9 am - 4 pm
20th Annual WNY Earth Science Day
Penn Dixie’s fall festival celebrates its 20th year
in style! Bring the family and join us for a day of
fun activities centered around the theme of our
home, Earth. We’ve invited our friends from local
science and nature centers, universities, cultural
organizations, libraries, and STEM businesses
and look forward to having everyone under
one tent.
There will be dozens of hands-on science activities
and exhibits, a drill rig demonstration, our famous
fossil collecting, and -- skies permitting -- daytime
and evening astronomy programs. Thanks to our
generous sponsors, this celebration will be entirely
FREE to the public. And, we’ll have some cool
prizes to give away to the first 200 visitors. Oh -and Lloyd Taco Truck will once again be our official
lunch vendor. We can’t wait!

Thursday, November 2, 6 - 9 pm
Annual Fundraiser Dinner
& Auction
Help support Penn Dixie by attending our annual
fundraiser at Buffalo Riverworks on 359 Ganson
Street near Silo City. We’ll have silent and voice
auctions for sports tickets, artwork, and other prizes
from the community; door prizes and raffles; and
hors d’oeuvres with a cash bar. The fundraiser also
serves as our annual membership meeting and
we’ll take this opportunity to share some really
exciting news. Plus, we’re very pleased that Media

UPDATED
9/14/17

Professional Elizabeth Carey will join us as master
of ceremonies!
Tickets are $25 during our presale or $30 at the
door. Got friends to bring along? Purchase a table of
10 seats for $200 to save a bit and help Penn Dixie.
All ages are welcome to attend. Visit penndixie.org/
fundraiser, email Phil Stokes at phil@penndixie.

org, or call 716-627-4560.

We accept cash, credit, and personal checks and
our guests may purchase advance tickets at Penn
Dixie during public fossil collecting, from board
members, through our website, or by mailing to
Hamburg Natural History Society, 3556 Lakeshore
Rd. Ste. 230, Blasdell, NY 14219.
Donations of prizes valued at $20 or more are most
welcome. Please contact us to arrange a pickup.

May 19-20, 2018
Dig with the Experts
Save the dates: our signature dig will be back in
2018! Thanks to growing interest, we’re pleased to
announce that Dig with the Experts will continue as
a two-day event. Ticket sales will begin in January,
but you’re welcome to pre-register at penndixie.org/
dig-with-the-experts and we’ll keep you updated.

April 8, 2024
Total Solar Eclipse In Buffalo!
On Monday April 8, from 2 to 5 pm, Buffalo will
witness to a total solar eclipse! The early April skies
will be completely darkened for 3 minutes and 46
seconds during totality. We’ll be ready for it!

Attendance Eclipsed!

PERSONAL PROJECTS, CORPORATE
AND SMALL BUSINESS PRINTING
4783 Southwestern Blvd.
Hamburg, New York 14075
P: 716-649-2666 • F: 716-649-0266
Email: info@evhp.net
A+ Rating

Penn Dixie’s eclipse viewing event on
Monday August 21, 2017 was our most
attended program of all time! Our dedicated
crew of 26 volunteers and 15 employees
welcomed 2,207 guests for an afternoon of fun
under the obscured sun.
We thank our visitors, members, local media
outlets, and community supporters for helping
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us reach this milestone. We acknowledge the
County of Erie, Town of Hamburg, Buffalo
State College and our consortium partners,
Ronald McDonald House Charities of
WNY, and NASA Museum Alliance for their
contributions. And, we thank Tom Kielich of
National Bank Equipment for his donation of
750 cash pouches which were perfect for fossil
collecting.
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www.evhp.net

The programs of Penn Dixie are
supported by public funds from
the County of Erie, the Town of
Hamburg and Hamburg Gaming
and by our members and friends.

Hamburg Natural History Society
3556 Lakeshore Rd. Ste. 230
Blasdell, NY 14219

Constellation: Cetus ‘The Whale’
By Rich Switzer

MYTH:
Perseus killed Medusa, and on his way back
came to Ethiopia. There he found a lovely
maiden to be sacrificed to a horrible sea monster:
Cetus, a whale. Her name was Andromeda, the
daughter of Queen Cassiopeia, who boasted
that she was more beautiful than Nereus, the
Sea God. Perseus, seeing Andromeda chained
to a rocky ledge by the sea, fell in love with
her and stayed by her side until the sea monster
Cetus arrived. Perseus then cut off the head of
the whale and took Andromeda back to her
parents and asked for her hand in marriage,
which they gladly gave him.

WHAT TO VIEW:
When viewing this constellation it’s kind of
interesting to see that Perseus is just off to the
left of Cetus as a constant remind of it’s ill fate.
The star Mira varies in magnitude from 2.0 at
maximum to 10.0 at minimum, in a period of
331.65 days. At it’s brightest, Mira is one of the
reddest stars that can be seen with an unaided
eye and lies around 130 light years away. The
brightest star of this constellation is Deneb
(sometimes called Diphda) about 68 light years
away. Over two dozen galaxies brighter than
12th magnitude are visible here with a very
dark sky.

The night sky looking South during the middle of December around 9 pm.
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